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Cork Oak Forest - harvesting trees, not cutting them

– The cork oak (Quercus Suber L.) is a slow growing tree that lives up 
to 200 years, which allows it, on average, to be stripped 16 times 
during its lifetime.

– Regular extraction of the cork is a fundamental contribution for
environmental, economic and social sustainability of the rural areas 
of the Mediterranean region where the cork oak may be found.
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Amorim – Unquestionable Worldwide Leader



Commercial Strength & Innovation Track Record



Number of staff members                                         3.847

Number of Production Plants                                     28

Net Assets     Euro 565 million

Turnover Euro 443 million

Export Countries                                                      103

Capital Markets Presence                                        Euronext Stock Exchange                                       

Amorim Strength – The Key Indicators
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But we believe it will get even better…

– “We will promote and incentivise energy efficient products …
to encourage re-use and recycling as well as organic, 
Fairtrade, biodegradable and other green products. “

Sir Terry Leahy’s, CEO Tesco – Feb 2007

– “Customers care more than ever how products are 
made". 

Stuart Rose, CEO Marks & Spencer



There is a fundamental market shift taking place…

It means that sustainability and CO2-reduction are global 
issues & the wine industry is now judged by its triple-bottom 
line performance:

1 – Financial performance

2 – Social performance 

3 – Environmental performance



Environmental & Sustainability Issues 

• As a result, media, clients, consumers, investors and governments 

are continuously assessing your corporate impact on:

– environmental footprint & climate change

– product life-cycle assessment: CO2 emissions vs CO2 retention

– supply chain social transparency and accountability

– use of energy resources – renewable and non-renewable

– biodiversity and conservation

Natural cork is the only wine packaging option 

that allows wineries to improve all these 5 key iss ues!



And how do we know this?



Direct greenhouse effect is measurable

IPCC-Greenhouse effect (g CO 2 eq. / 1000 stoppers, direct 100 years)
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And how as the wine industry making a positive contribution 

to fight climate change?

IPCC-Greenhouse effect (g CO 2 eq. / 1000 stoppers, direct 100 years)
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• Emissions of greenhouse effect gases per stage of life cycle by the stoppers studied considering 
the carbon sink associated to the cork oak forest



This contribution goes even further to fight social & 
environmental desertification

– The cork oak forest plays a 
fundamental role in combating 
desertification insofar as it 
contributes to fixing soil and 
organic material, reducing erosion 
and increasing water retention. 

– In terms of social desertification, it 
allows for the creation and 
maintenance of a significant 
volume of employment in zones 
that are especially deprived. 
Approximately 100 000 people 
depend on cork. (WWF Report)

Aïn Draham Cork Forest, Tunisia, June 2005 (Iprocor)



Positve Biodiversity Impact

– The cork oak forest is the basis 
of an ecosystem unique in the 
world, contributing to the 
survival of many native species 
of fauna and flora

– Includes Eurasian Black 
Vulture, Imperial Eagle, various 
species of butterflies, ants, 
bees, lizards, Egyptian 
mongoose, Iberian lynx, black 
stork



Summary of Cork’s Sustainability Performance

• Cork oak forests and the resulting manufactured cork 
products have a proven role in sustainability.

• Total CO2-retention capabilities of the complete 
ecosystem made viable by the cork forests are 
estimated to be in the tens of millions of tons per year.

• The role of cork in CO2-retention, preserving 
biodiversity and combating desertification, is crucial in 
minimizing ecological footprint.

• Public perception of cork’s sustainability role is a
powerful tool for the wine industry. Each stopper 
used has already lowered the winery CO2 footprint. 

Why not let you consumer know about it?



So…

Do Sustainability Issues Really Matter 

for the Wine Industry?



The answer is clear…

“Cork vs. Screw Cap: Some Winemakers and Environmenta lists Urge Return to Cork”
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“Cork debate pits Wine vs. Environment ”

“Stopper pulled on cork debate”
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“Cork vs. screw cap: A fight with a green twist
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